February 14, 1989 LB 416, 443

PRESIDENT: LB 416 is advanced. | B 443.

CLERK: Mr. President, 443 was a bill that was introduced by
Senators Robak, Kristensen and Pirsch. (Title read.) The bill
was introduced on January 13, M. President, referred to
Judiciary Committee. The bill was advanced to General File. |

have no comm ttee amendnents, M. President.
PRESIDENT: Senator Robak, are you going to work again?
SENATOR ROBAK: I think so.

PRESIDENT: Okay.

SENATOR ROBAK: Mr. President and menbers of the Legislature,
LB 443 changes the corroboration rule. Corroboration g g
judicially created evidentiary rule that establishes special

requirements for_ sexual assault prosecutions. Specifically,
corroboration I's additional testinony ofevidence beyond t%e
testinmony of a victim without corroboration, g conviction for
a sexual assault cannot pe wupheld in Nebraska. LB 443
elimnates the corroboration rule for persons 15 years of age or
older. Nebraska is the only state in the Union that has

retai ned the corroboration rule for all cases of sexual assault.
Corroboration is practically required in siXstates since they

permt third party conplaints as 't estinony. The Pages have
passed out a fact sheet outlining the corroborationryles in
ot her states. Corroborationis not required for any other

crimnal testimony inNebraska. For exanmple, if a man shoots g
gun at ne and, hopefully, he is a bad enough shot to miss ne
entirely , he can be convicted of attempted murder on ny
eyew tness testinmony alone. However, if that same man rapes me,

the courts require additional eyjdence beyond my eyewitness

testinony to obtain a3 conviction. Practically, the
corroboration rule has a low threshold of compl i ance. Mere
reporting the assault to offend by the victimsatisfies the
corroboration rules. The continued existence of the
corroboration rule, therefore, does little to protect an

i nnocent defendant while perpetuating an assaulting stereotype
of women victinms of sexual assault. Because children are not
always reliable witnesses, LB 443 mgjntains the corroborati on
rule for children. The age of 15 was selected because Nebraska
statutes already define children asunder the age of 15 for the
crime of felony sexual contact of a child. 1he pages have also
handed out a one-page fact sheet on the history an?] Us€ of the
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